Living Theology Friends48
December 10, 2006
The Disciples’ Prayer IV
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Matt 6:11 “Give us this day our daily bread.”
Now we start asking for some specific items to help us in our seeking for the kingdom of heaven in our everyday activities.  The word translated “daily” was a bit of an enigma for early interpreters for it did not appear in the standard Greek writings.  But in studying the Greek language someone found the word used by a woman in her list of items that she needed to obtain for her home.  The word meant that the item she needed was needed on a daily basis and so we know that the word used here is correctly used and means that we are asking God for our bread on a daily basis.  We had a direct application of this Greek woman’s use of the word when we lived in Sweden.  We did not have a car and in the winter our only means of going to stores to obtain items needed was by pushing a small cart that had ice blades instead of wheels.  [Note: the “we” here is mainly Carol!]  The cart did not have much of a capacity so Carol had to go to the store often and thus shopped daily for many items.  Jesus is teaching us to ask the Father for our needs on a daily basis but He is not telling us to not make long-range plans.  He is trying to make us focus our needs on a daily basis, and those needs also may fit into a long-range plan.  We must always remember however that our focus here is on a daily basis.  
Regarding long-range plans, I often think of the parable taught by our Lord:

Luke 12:16 “And He told them a parable, saying, "The land of a certain rich man was very productive.

Luke 12:17 "And he began reasoning to himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?'

Luke 12:18 "And he said, 'This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.

Luke 12:19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry."'

Luke 12:20 "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?'

Luke 12:21 "So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God."”

The only Biblically-based long-range plan we should have is to store up treasures for ourselves in Heaven where we plan to live forever praising God.  
Note that Jesus also said “this day” so that we are to pray for our daily needs everyday.  The word translated “bread” does not just mean literally only bread.  It means anything needed on a daily basis.  Certainly bread is needed so as to allow me to make my peanut butter sandwiches but it can mean much more.  
Note also on a separate occasion Jesus expanded on the meaning of bread:
Matt 4:4 “But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'”

So when we ask God to provide for us “this day” our “daily bread” we are asking God to not only give us what we need for our physical sustenance but also for what we need for our mental and spiritual development as a child of God.  It is not enough for us to survive physically if we are not developing our knowledge of God needed to develop the wisdom of a child of God.  So we should plan on setting aside times each day to eat the “bread” of life to nourish our souls.  
We must also always know that God alone knows what “bread” we need for each day.  Many times in our lives Carol and I have thanked God for giving us what we really need instead of what we thought we needed.  Carol and I also often use another important verse in our daily interactions with the Father:

Matt 7:9 “Or what man is there among you, when his son shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a stone?

Matt 7:10 "Or if he shall ask for a fish, he will not give him a snake, will he?

Matt 7:11 "If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him!”

Many times we have requested something specific for our “bread” and God gave us something entirely different.  Later in our walk we then discovered that what we had requested and thought was a loaf was actually a stone and we praised the Lord for not giving us the stone that we had ignorantly requested.  There also have often been occasions when God gave us something that initially looked like a “snake” but indeed it was a fish.  We then have looked at each other and said something like: “It sure looked like a snake!”  Often it is only after we have used what He has given us that we really recognize it as a fish or a loaf.  We praise the Lord that He alone is sovereign and knows what our true needs are in our walk toward becoming a more perfect child of God.  
Matt 6:11 “Give us this day our daily bread.”
Meditate on this verse at the beginning of each day.
